Reading Response Notes Guide

Directions: In your two-column notes, place text (excerpts or paraphrasing) from the written or visual work in the left-hand column. In your right-hand column, respond to the text using one of the following reading strategies below. Label the types of notes entry you create in the right-hand column.  Endeavor to give a variety of response styles.
Construct Meaning (label CM)

· Give the meaning of the passage in your own words. Sometimes writing is so complex that a simple understanding of its content is a challenge. Save this for challenging passages.
Make an Inference (label INF)

· Through the use of dialogue or character description, authors frequently imply meaning. For example, if a fellow student were to enter a classroom and slam down a book, you would infer that this student was angry.  Take a stab at inferring the intent or meaning of a passage.
Make a Prediction (label PRED)
· Authors use events or dialogue to foreshow future events.  Good readers try and predict what’s to come.  Mark down important text and tell us what predictions you can draw from it.  
· If a prediction comes true for you, give us the passage and tell where it was foreshadowed.
Text to Self Connection (label TEXT to SELF)

· Compare (or contrast) this passage to something that has happened in your life.
Text to Text Connection (label TEXT to TEXT)

· Compare (or contrast) this passage with something you have read elsewhere, seen on television, heard on the radio, or seen in a movie.
Text to World Connections (label TEXT to WORLD)
· Compare (or contrast) this passage with something going on in the world around you.
Risk Taking (Label RISK)

· Express opinions, judgments, and personal insights about the text.
· Thoughtfully challenge or support the assumptions the author may be making in the text.
I Wonder (Label IW)

· Things may come to mind after reading the text that makes you wonder about something.  Place those thoughts here. 
(Notes adapted from Jeff Halstead’s Reading Response Notes Guide)
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